
Saturday, August 27, 2011

As I prepare the promised facts related to my leaving WBAI's air, I thought I would give anyone who is interested an idea of what was
happening at WBAI in the late 1960s—the hostility, the censorship, the u-turn regarding Vietnam.

On one of my returns from London, where I was working at the BBC, I found letters from three WBAI producers who complained of having
had their programs suppress. The three were Barbara Dane, Bob Bisom and Tana DeGamez. They were, as it turned out, not alone. Here is
a 1968 letter to Millspaugh from Charlotte Polin.  You are probably not familiar with her,  but she was on the wrong side of  the State

Department and, as you will see, astounded to discover that WBAI was making a u-turn.

The link below should give you some perspective on Ms. Polin, followed by a her letter to Frank Millspaugh and a second letter to me.
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Producers who experienced censorship at WBAI tended to come to me for help, although I was no longer connected in any official way.
They saw how radically WBAI's policies changed under Millspaugh. It is interesting to note that Hallock Hoffman hired Millspaugh strictly on
the recommendation of Chris Koch, who allegedly was persona non grata at Pacifica for having taken a trip to Hanoi. We found out later that
Chris and Frank had both been U.S, delegates to a Peace Conference in Helsinki and that all members of the U.S. delegation were, in fact,

working for the CIA. Hmmmm (am I beginning to sound like Bonnie Faulkner?)

Be that as it may, here is the link re Ms. Polin, followed by her two letters. Her experience with both Dale Minor and Bookchester (I never
met him) is eerily similar to Barbara Dane's, and both had to do with the National Liberation Front. One wonders how Chris Koch's trip to

Hanoi plays into all of this—there is certainly something very hypocritical and suspect about it.

Here is the link re Charlotte Polin.

And the letters (don't forget to click on images for readability):
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Posted by Chris Albertson at 8:18 AM  

Final note on this post, the experiences Ms. Polin et al had regarding censorship at WBAI occurred during a period Knight shill Pamela
Somers has described as some sort of "golden age", a time when the station—having gotten rid of me—blossomed!

I tried, repeatedly, to instill in her the merits of telling the truth.

If you wish to comment on the above, please use the option below. There will be a slight delay for moderation, and you can thank Somers

for that.

Much more to come.
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